
Artist Statement:

Nacho Jaramillo


I was born in Anton Chico, New Mexico, on July 31, 1943. I call my art work “manchas” because the technique involves a “smearing” whether done with my thumbs or with sand paper. The medium I utilize is tempera and brush on paper on panel. Some of my art are portraits or character studies of Chicano people “Raza” which reflect my native Hispanic heritage, with a certain gypsy influence. My main purpose is to capture emotions revealed in faces, an insight, so that the viewer can sense or discover something of themselves.


I use some color in some of my art work, although I’m not a colorist per se. I do enjoy color in other works of art and understand it’s properties somewhat. Color, to me, interferes with what I’m trying to say. It waters down the essence of the piece. Line and tone convey feelings and emotions in a more direct and immediate way. Every line becomes important, and the economy of stroke becomes very essential. I learned this method from my mentor, Raymond Drew, who taught at Highlands University, my alma mater. He taught me to draw with a brush. I use a bristle brush which gives me the benefit of texture and tone using a dry brush technique.


My subjects are mostly androgynous figures. Sometimes melancholy and withdrawn. I almost never put smiles on the faces as that only confuses the issue. I want to paint a direct and immediate image. I identify the subject, usually a solitary figure, and take it to the point of enigma, using line, tone and form to convey a feeling and emotion.


I paint from photographs or real life. Some photos I take myself. Photos give me the freedom to distort and change the subject, even changing the gender of the subject. The eyes become the most important part of the work. For commercial purposes, I do landscapes in water color. Also animal portraits in water color.

“Art is not art unless it is wrenched up from the soul of man.”

-Edvard Munch[image: image1.jpg]




