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In early January the Las Vegas Arts Council asked area art lovers to help us create a show 
made up of pieces of art they owned which were created by local artists who are not widely 

remembered today.  Nearly a dozen people responded, and the result is the current 
show, “Artists Remembered”.  We hope you will enjoy this show, and that you will 

nominate other “forgotten artists” for inclusion in future shows -- or provide us with more 
information about the artists included in this show.  The owners of art don’t 

always know the details of the careers and lives of the artists. 

 

Artists Remembered 
 

No. Image Artist 

A-1 

 

Virginia (Gini) Tibbetts (d. 1964) studied at the Massachusetts School of Art 
and served in the Women’s Army Corps during World War II, serving  in the 
psychiatric ward of a military hospital in Alabama.  She arrived in Las Vegas in 
1958 with her husband, Ray Drew, who taught in the Art Department at 
Highlands University from then until 1980.  She was regarded as “a masterful 
watercolorist, producing a small and lovely body of art.”  Her work was 
delicate, described by her husband in notes for an exhibition as “devoted to 
the beautiful as she saw it . . . small things, the child-like, motherhood, 
innocence, the wickedness and funniness of humans . . animals and flowers.”  
The couple lived in Montezuma.  

B-1 

 

Gussie Dujardin [Gertrude Lucille Rogers Schooley] (1918-2006) Lived and 
painted in Montezuma from 1947 until 1978.  She held degrees from the 
University of Colorado and the University of Iowa. She was a landscape 
painter known throughout New Mexico under her professional name Gussie 
Dujardin, adopted from the maiden name of an aunt.   She and her Husband, 
Elmer Schooley shared the same educational background.  He was also a well-
known artist and was head of the art department at Highlands University.   
Gussie’s work is in the collections of the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe, 
the Albuquerque Museum, the Anderson Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Roswell, the Roswell Museum and Art Center, and numerous private 
collections.  Exhibited Piece:  Skaters at Montezuma Oil an Canvas 31" x 11 
1/2" , Pictured are seminarians from Mexico who studied in Montezuma, Jake 
the Schooley's dog, Gavahan and Schooley children. The design is based in 
triangles of snow, sky, rocks, trees, and people which balance the strong 
horizontals. The tension between the various nearby triangles and the shape 
of the distant sky maintains the integrity of the picture plane which refers to 
the flatness of the ice and repeats the horizontal rectangle of the over-all 
format. 
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A-2  

 

Ann Spiess Mills (1932-1993) was born in Las Vegas to attorney and Judge 
Waldo Spiess and Harriette Elizabeth Randall.  Ann's grandfather was Charles 
A. Spiess, the presiding president officer of the 1910 Constitutional 
Convention which framed the New Mexico State Constitution under which we 
now exist as a state.  Charles Spiess lived in the grand home on Hot Springs 
Blvd next to Gonzales Funerals and Cremations.  She honored her Anglo 
Hispanic heritage with her unique and creative art.  Self-taught, her work 
featured many original stitches and inventive multi-dimensional embroidery 
techniques.  Stitching on felt, her distinctly New Mexican designs drew global 
attention with their brilliant color palettes, varied textures and multiple 
fibers.  Mills exemplified the ingenuity of a single mother.  The sale of her folk 
art, on egg shells, wooden objects, needlepoint canvas and embroidery, 
provided a creative opportunity to earn the income needed to support her 
five children, sustain a household and remain at home to raise her family.  
She will be a featured artist's exhibition during the Fiber Arts Crawl, May 
17,18 and 19 at 2Ten Galeria on the Historic Plaza.   

  
  

 A-3 A-4                                           A-5                                         A-6 

D-1 

 

Margaret (Meg) McGee was a former board member of the Las Vegas Arts 
Council, back in the Nat Gold days.  She has always been drawn to our 
beautiful local landscapes and happened upon this view along the side of the 
road, probably 15 or 20 years ago.   Although she has lived in the area for 
most of the intervening years, she has been busy in Mora County with bee 
keeping, gardening, and other creative pursuits.  Meg recently picked up her 
brushes again, serendipitously right around the same time we were trying to 
track her down for this exhibit.  A visitor to this show told us the violinist in 
the wildflower festival poster is her great-grandfather, Cleofas Ortiz, and her 
grandpa, also Cleofas Ortiz, still owns the violin. C-1 
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D-2 

 

Polly Mullen is originally from Oxford, MS. She is by trade a photographer 
and documented the rehabilitation of Montezuma Castle in a book published 
by NM Magazine, “Montezuma, Castle in the West.”  She does business at  
Polly Mullen Photography, PO Box 1111, Las Vegas, NM 87701, 505-429-9963.  

A-7 

 

Aile Lee (1929 - 2008) was born in Germany and came to the United States at 
age 5. She was influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement and attended 
Alfred University in New York, where she studied Ceramics and Pottery. She 
moved to Las Vegas in the late 1950s, following a well-known figure in the 
Arts and Crafts movement, Felix Payant. Aile purchased a little adobe home 
on the corner of Tecolote and Montezuma streets, where she lived for the 
rest of her life. making and selling pottery of enduring beauty.  She and her 
third husband Homer Lee ran “Treasures and Trash” an antique shop on 
Bridge Street, and purchased the little adobe homes which surrounded hers.  

A-8 

 

Bob Hill was both a graduate student and an instructor at Highlands 
University in the mid 1960s, specializing in printmaking.  While at Highlands 
he received a fellowship to study at the Pratt Institute School of Art in New 
York City. 

G-1 

 
E-1  Larry Callahan (1944 - 2015) moved to Las Vegas at the age of 45 bringing 

along his successful business of air brushing original designs on high fashion 
gowns and fabrics.  In Las Vegas he started painting, specializing in devotional 
art.   He also opened Pastime Café on Bridge Street, a popular lunch spot for 
about five years. After Pastime closed he began cooking at the United World 
College, where he worked until 2014 when illness forced him to retire. 

G-1 
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A-9 

 

Phyllis Joslin (1922-1992) opened her first needlework shop at 214 Plaza in 
the late 1970s.  After a move to Corrales in the 80s, she opened another shop 
that was filled with chatting and stitching every day with fellow stitchers 
enjoying her famous jar of gingersnaps.    She excelled in all forms of canvas 
work and embroidery, the most favorite and prolific being the Danish counted 
thread embroidery.  There was not a needle or thread that intimidated this 
fine needlewoman.  From attempting lacemaking in her last years to tailoring 
her own coats as a young wife and mother.  Crochet, knitting and quilting 
rounded out the handwork of this seamstress.   

A-10 
A-11 

  

Phyllis Joslin (1922-1992) 

C-2 

 

Arnold Trujillo 

F-1 

 

Carmen Cde Baca Fernandez  opened the still popular Spic & Span 

Bakery and Cafe in 1960 with only a two-burner stove.  She turned it 
into a 36-year success story, warmly greeting Las Vegans and 
Highlands University students alike.  Somehow, in her "spare" time, 
while raising her four beautiful daughters, she painted this lovely piece. 
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A-12 

 

G. Roybal was a student in the Art Department at Highlands University when 
she created this print. 

B-1 

 

John Hogan has been painting, printmaking and drawing since 1956. A 
graduate of Northeast Louisiana State University with a B.A. and an M.A. from 
Highlands University, New Mexico, John Hogan studied with Edward Schutz 
and Elmer Schooley, both exceptional landscape painters. Hogan taught art at 
the University of Texas at El Paso where he became deeply involved in both 
drawing and printmaking techniques that have merged in many ways with his 
painting. 

B-2 

 

Pamela Bounds-Seemans (1948 - ) earned both her BA and MA from New 
Mexico Highlands University in the early 1970s.  She has been teaching art 
painting in Delaware since the mid-1980s. 
 
 
 
 
  

B-3 

 

Arlene LewAllen, (1942 – 2002) was a Santa Fe art dealer and art benefactor.  
She taught in Las Vegas, was a good painter, but chose being an art gallery 
owner and operator as a career.   



 Las Vegas Arts Council               Gallery 140      February 26 – March 22, 2019 

No. Image Artist 

B-4 

 

Luis Montaño , from Santa Rosa, NM, worked for many years as a ceramic 
artist and jewelry designer, as well as teaching at Eastern Washington 
University.  Most recently he published The Long Place a book of his poems in 
2015.  He attended Highlands University, graduated from Washington State 
university and taught at Eastern Washington University.  He lives in Spokane. 

B-5 

 

Ron Kuykendall earned a Masters Degree in Metals (jewelry and bronze 
casting) from Highlands University in 1981.  He taught Art for 32 years at 
Wichita Falls (TX)  High School. His interest has been in the differences and 
similarities in different materials, including wood, metal, clay, drawings and 
working them together.  An example of this is displayed in this piece of 
pottery.  Clay with mountain scenes drawn into it and colored with stains and 
glazes are found in this piece. Today, he has a small stoneware pottery 
business.  His desire is to bring quality craft work to craft shows throughout 
the state. He works at home in Petersburg, TX. 

B-6 

 

Marvin Neibhur earned his BFA from Bradley University and his MA from 
New Mexico Highlands University.  In addition to being an artist emphasizing 
sculpture, hi is an author, builds movie props and is the band director of The 
Screamin' Babyheads with the Instruments of Mass Distortion. He lives in the 
Texas Hill Country and appears often in Austin with his performance group. 
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B-7 

 

Kenyon Thomas was born in Minnesota but has lived in New Mexico since 
1945. He attended college at New Mexico Highlands University, studying 
under Elmer Schooley, Paul Volckning, Harry Leippe, and Ray Drew. Since 
graduation from college he has worked as a professional potter and painter. 
Pottery has been his primary occupation, but he now specializes in pastels 
capturing the beauty of New Mexico and southwest landscapes. 

B-7 
G-2 
G-3 

   

 

B-8 

 

Jason Failing lived Lockport, IL, and he graduated from NMHU probably in the 
late 70s. 
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B-9 

 

Octaviano Garcia received his BA in art from New Mexico Highlands 
University in 1965.  He was raised in Encino, NM, and has a PhD from UNM. 

E-2 
G-4 

  

John Gavahan was a founding member of the Las Vegas 
Arts Council.  He was the state environmental office for 
San Miguel County and lived and painted in Montezuma.  
He was a member of the Gallinas Art Guild in the late 
1960s.  

 


