
The Friends of Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge invite you to join us to 

Tour the historic Thaw House and visit 
the village of Loma Parda at  

Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge 

The Afternoon of  

Sunday, August 4, 2019 

   

A scenic trip to Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge, formerly the Wind River Ranch, 

located in the beautiful Mora valley, just west of Watrous. Tour the historic Thaw 
House and visit the village of Loma Parda at Rio Mora NWR. The Thaw House, built in 
the late 1880s, was the home of Governor O. A. Larrazolo, New Mexico’s 4th Governor. 

Established in the mid-1800’s, the village of Loma Parda was a small agricultural 

community with strong ties to the Santa Fe Trail and nearby Fort Union. The village still 
has a few residents. Ruins of many of the historic structures and nearby homesteads 
are located on Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge.  

Phil Viarrial, director of the Pueblo of Pojoaque Bison & Agricultural Program, will 

lead a presentation covering the natural history of Northern New Mexico with a focus on 
the cultural significance of this region to native people. He will discuss the role of the 
Pueblo of Pojoaque in the Rio Mora Conservation Science Center partnership, describe 

how the Bison Program works, and the importance of bison within the Pueblo 
communities. 

The refuge is closed to the public, so this is a unique chance to see the Rio Mora NWR's 
conservation activities while learning about the area's rich culture and history. 

Lunch and snacks will be provided. 

The tour is limited to 40 persons. Bus transportation will be provided from Las Vegas to 
the Refuge. Travel time is approximately 45 minutes. The bus will leave the parking lot 
behind the Citizens Committee for Historic Preservation (CCHP) visitor center on Bridge 

Street at 11:30 to allow time for participants to enjoy a sack lunch at the refuge prior 
to the start of the tour. Snacks and water will also be available. The tour will return to 
Las Vegas at approximately 4:30. 

$25.00 registration fee to be paid at the time of departure. 

To reserve a space, contact Joe Zebrowski, Friends of Las Vegas NWR, at 505-

718-8168 or jpzebrowski@gmail.com. 

Make a weekend of it by joining the "Places with a Past" historic homes tour on 
Saturday, August 4. For details, visit http://www.lvcchp.org/heritage-week.html 
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